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■ ECONOMY HAS CHANGED 


H MULTI-MODAL PORT: Port company forms strategic alliance to increase cargo shipments from city 


Look beyond factories 

DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — The city 
shouldn’t rely on chasing after smoke¬ 
stacks anymore, a consultant with 
Millier Dickinson Blais Inc. is telling 
residents, business owners and politi- 

"The economy has changed a lot in 
the last decade, the focus is very dif¬ 
ferent today,” said Brock Dickinson. 

see SMOKESTACKS | Page 2 
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Turning into a true port city 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — A strategic alliance 
between two companies could lead to Port 
Colborne becoming the first multi-modal 
port on the Great Lakes. 

Snider Dock Services and Quebec Steve¬ 
doring Company Ltd. are working together 
to ship goods through the Great Lakes, said 
Ken Snider. 

Through that alliance, cargo is already 
piling up on the east pier of the Welland 
Canal in Port Colborne, said Snider, presi¬ 
dent of Snider Dock Services. 

That cargo is giant wind turbine towers 
from Fort Erie-based DMI Industries. 

"WeTl have 45 sections here soon,” said 
Snider. 


see TOWERS | Page 2 
DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 
Giant wind turbine towers are unloaded on the 
east pier of the Welland Canal in Port Colborne. 
Snider Dock Services and Quebec Stevedoring 
Company Ltd. are working together to ship 
goods, like the wind turbines, through the Great 
Lakes. 
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■ GREATWEATHER: 14/15 benton sans comp book 

Great turnout for Easter Egg hunt in Port 


ALLAN BENNER 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Christal Langerak recalls some 
pretty cold and blustery Easter Sundays in the past — and 
a few nice days, too. 

“But we’ve never had weather this great,” said Langerak, 
manager of the Nutty Chocolatier on West St. “This is won¬ 
derful.” 

She said hundreds of excited children arrived on West 
St., Sunday morning for the business’ seventh annual 
Easter egg hunt. 

But that’s not unusual. Even when it’s been cold and 
snowy, Langerak said the business has “always had a really 
good turnout. ...We’ve always had strong numbers.” 

“It’s nice to see so many people come out." 

The municipality closed the street to traffic to allow the 
young egg hunters to scour the road for the brightly- 
painted stones they collected. Those stones were then 
exchanged for bags filled with Easter treats. 

Langerak said the Nutty Chocolatier started holding the 
event as a way to give something back to the community 
that supports the family-run business throughout the year. 

Even this year, amidst job losses in an area that has been 
hard hit by die recession, she said the community has con¬ 
tinued to support the business. 

“It’s been very busy. At first I was a little bit concerned 
(about the economy), but it seemed to work out well. In 
this community, most people shop local, and that’s nice.” 

She said businesses had the same concerns at Christ¬ 
mas, and were relieved to see that Port Colbome and area 
shoppers support their local businesses then, too. 

Langerak was impressed with how polite their young 
guests were. “I had all these kids coming up to me and 
saying‘Thank you,”’ she noted. 

abenner@wellandtribune.ca 
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■ourview 

Strategic alliance and 
economic development 
strategy go hand-in-hand 


A strategic alliance between two companies could lead 
to Port Colbome becoming the first multi-modal 
i Aport on the Great Lakes. 

Snider Dock Services and Quebec Stevedoring Company 
Ltd. are working together to ship goods through the Great 
Lakes, said Ken Snider. 

Through that alliance, cargo is already piling up on the 
east pier of the Welland Canal in Port Colbome, said 
Snider, president of Snider Dock Services. 

That cargo is giant wind turbine towers from Fort Erie- 
based DMI Industries. Giant piles of trap rock already sit 
on the pier and Snider’s company has shipped in gypsum 
in years past. 

Snider said THlhum Railway Co. Ltd. is looking at putting 
a rail line back into the property. 

A rail line used to run into the property back when 
Canada Furnace Co. was in operation. 

A new rail line would truly make Port Colbome a multi¬ 
modal port on the Great Lakes, with rail, road and water all 
coming together, both Snider and Mayor Vance Badawey 

We’re glad to see those wind turbines and rock piling up 
on the east pier. 

It means new business — and maybe even new jobs — is 
coming to the lakeside. 

Business that is sorely needed in today’s economy. 

And with the city’s economic development strategy cur¬ 
rently underway, this kind of business is something Port 
Colbome needs to welcome and expand upon. 

City officials, residents and business owners were 
recently told that chasing after factories is no longer viable 
in today’s new economy. 

Expanding existing businesses is one way to help keep 
jobs and bring new jobs into the community, consultants 
from Millier Dickinson Blais Inc. said. 

Attracting new businesses and new jobs to the city could 
be made easier because of the alliance between Snider and 
Quebec Stevedoring. 

A bustling port and a bustling city might make compa¬ 
nies start to take notice of the lakeside city. 

A busy city can be attractive to companies looking to 
relocate. 

And that could only mean good things for Port Colbome. 
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Letters to the editor 

This is not democracy 

Just occasionally action taken by 
our elected representatives is so 
totally overwhelming in its hypoc¬ 
risy that commenting on it becomes 

Where does one begin? 

Because it would make life easier 
for the well rewarded and unelected 
staff at Wainfleet township offices a 
staff report was on the agenda for 
the recent township council meet¬ 
ing suggesting that because the 
present meeting schedule was con¬ 
fusing to some members of the 
public who appeared before coun¬ 
cil, a system that gave the mayor 
and aldermen at least two weeks to 
deliberate over proposed township 
policy changes, some of great 
importance to the community, 
should be scrapped. 

Instead there should be a sched¬ 
ule imposed that gave the township 
council just a single meeting in 
which to consider all new staff 
reports, debate them, then vote on 

All in just one meeting. 

The actual timeline is as follows, 


your elected representatives receive 
their meeting agenda pack on a 

They have a weekend to study all 
of the Staff Reports however long 
they may be. 

Then on the Monday the 
staff (‘Yes’ the staff), convene their 
staff meeting to which your elected 
representatives are invited to dis¬ 
cuss the agenda. 

By Ihesday evening it will be a 
done deal. At the township meeting 
the council will approve any recom¬ 
mendation they have been given by 
their unelected staff without having 
any time to decide whether or not 
they really understand what is being 
done in their names. 

The biggest hypocrisy of all is that 
very few months ago this same 
council actually debated, then voted 
unanimously, to change the meet¬ 
ing format, so that the township 
council could have at least two 
weeks to consider each item that 
was presented to them before voting 

The two who argued most elo- 
quendy at that meeting that they 
needed at least two weeks to study 


the staff reports before voting on an 

The same two who couldn’t wait 
to join our mayor in now agreeing 
they don’t need any time at all to 
decide the future fate of Wainfleet. 

This is not democracy. 

It is so obvious that it is unelected 
staff, rather than those we elected, 
who are deciding our future. 

In view of what harm has been 
done to Wainfleet in the past three 
and a half years I would suggest we 
propose a new name for Wainfleet 
township council, the Wainfleet 
Development Corporation Inc. 

They only need a single meeting 
now to approve the next sub-divi¬ 
sion, the next condo, the next 
quarry. Easy, and it cuts out the 
middle man, the Wainfleet voter, tax 
payer and resident. 

Andrew Watts 
Port Cobome 
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■ RARE OCCURRENCE: Mock-emergency turns real for pilot 


Plane flips over at Niagara Central Airport 


ALLAN BENNER 

InPort News Staff 

WELLAND — A mock-emergency landing resulted in a 
real one at Niagara Central Airport last weekend. 

No one was injured when the Cessna 150 flipped over 
while attempting a landing at the airport at about 4:30 p.m. 

Bruce McRitchie, Welland Aero Centre president, said 
the mishap occurred when a student pilot and his instruc¬ 
tor were practising emergency landings, gliding into the 
landing strip with the engine off. 

“They ended up coming in short of the runway and flip¬ 
ping upside down,” he said. 

If it had occurred in mid-summer and the ground was 
firm, McRitchie said they would have probably been 
unscathed by the incident. 

“If the ground had been hard, it would have been a non- 

Normally, if a plane touches down before reaching the 
asphalt, it just rolls along the ground, McRitchie said in 
pointing out that in this case, since the ground was still 
soft, the landing gear dug in and the plane flipped over. 

Incidents like that occur very rarely at the airport, he 

McRitchie said the student, whom he wouldn’t identify, 
had already accumulated about 15 hours of experience at 
the controls of an airplane. The emergency landing train¬ 
ing is a requirement prior to a student’s solo flight. 

“You have to learn that sort of thing before you go solo, 
so that should that ever happen to you when you are solo, 
then you would have the knowledge and experience to put 


the plane into the correct glide and pick the spot where covered by his company’s insurance. 

you’re going to land.” He said the plane has already been taken apart. 

Although McRitchie said both the instructor and student “The only way you can get it when it’s upside down is to 

were “fine” following the incident, the $25,000 Cessna was take the wings off and roll it over and bring it in,” he said, 
smashed beyond repair. 

“Big time. It’s junk.” McRitchie said the loss should be abenner@wellandtribune.ca 
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What makes LifeTime Liquid Calcium Magnesium 
bene support formulas different? 



• Enticing, luscious variety of flavours for taste satisfaction 


support formula 

• Elemental values of key minerals in each serving size 
Prepare yourself for one of the most advanced bone support 
formulas ever developed with LifeTime’s amazing Liquid Calcium 
Magnesium Citrate! 

Bone health is one of the most important aspects of overall 


promote sound sleep, support cardiovascular health, prevent 
leg cramps, support normal kidney function, and more!* 

• Pre-acidified and phosphorus-free formulations for fast calcium 
and magnesium absorption and assimilation 


• Free of starch, wheat, soy, gluten, milk, egg, artificial colouring, 
artificial flavouring or preservatives... only pure, natural 
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well-being - but few get the proper nutrition they need for 
strong, healthy bones from diet alone. Lifelime's Liquid Calcium 
Magnesium Citrate bone support formulas present a powerful 
solution - by making quality bone support nutrition an exerting 
taste sensabon in a better delivery system! 


Mouthwatering flavours to suit everyone's taste buds. 

Luscious, sweet smooth and satisfying with no chalky taste, 
who knew that bone support nutrition could be an amazing taste 


am, and more, Lifelime’s liquid calcium and 


LifeTime offers the following features in all of its innovative Liquid magnesium line revolutionizes the way you get your daily nutrition. 
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■ AWARDS: Nominate someone for a Niagara Region Environmental Award 


Know someone doing their part to better their community? 


KAESHA FORAND 

InPort News Staff 

WELLAND — The region is searching for Niagara’s 
greenest families, businesses and individuals with green 
thumbs or a passion for conserving our precious green 

Don Campbell, a planner with the region’s integrated 
community planning, said the Niagara Region Environ¬ 
mental Awards began in 1989 with a volunteer award and 
has since bloomed to include seven awards. 

Last year the region received 32 nominations. The 


upper-tier municipality encourages residents to nominate 
family members, friends or neighbours who are doing 
their part to better the community. 

“There are a lot of things they can do, including waste 
management, recycling, hydro and water conservation, 
using alternative energy, not using pesticides or naturaliz¬ 
ing,” Campbell said. “There are quite a number of things 
that people can do. You find families that do some amazing 

Nominees are judged on three types of contributions: 
conserving the existing environment by actively protecting 
wood areas, wetlands or water quality; restoring or 



Wednesday April 14th, 2010 
THE GUILD HALL 

72 Charlotte Street, Port Colbome, ON 
Time 10:30 am - 3:30 pm 

To register for workshops or for more information call 

905 - 834-3629 


PorfCares 


improving natural environment by planting trees or setting 
up bird boxes; and increasing public awareness. 

“Young people in schools are particularly active. There’s 
more awareness and understanding with lots of interesting 
and neat things done.” 

Campbell believes awards, such as the ones presented 
by the region, help express the community’s appreciation 
for what groups and individuals are doing to reduce their 
carbon footprint and enhance green space. 

“The awards can encourage others to become involved 
and take initiatives.” 

Any resident in Niagara can be nominated, except for 
employees of the region. Nominations are reviewed by a 
sub-committee of the Niagara region ecological and envi¬ 
ronmental committee. 

Winners receive certificates, which will be presented in 
lune. Nomination forms are available at www.niagarare- 
gion.ca and can be submitted to don.campbell@niagarare- 
gion.ca or mailed to Campbell, Integrated Community 
Planning, Niagara Region EO. Box 1042, 2201 St. David’s 
Rd. Thorold, Ont.,L2V 4T7. The deadline for submissions is 
Friday, April 23. 
kforand@weltandtribune.ca 


Digfgfin 

inm Diamonds 

H ^ Sat. April 10 - 

Sat. April 24 


With a minimum $1 donation to Pelham Car 

Di d to Win a 
Canadian Diamond 

hidden in the sand! 


Value $ 1525 • Details in store 


,ol<l 


Diamond Jewellery Sale 

15% to 40% oil 


Extra Diamond Inventory 

2 Weeks Only! At Extra Special Pricing 


SAPPHIRES 


CUSTOM JEWELLERY BY THOMAS STEELE 


Fonthill Shopping Centre • Hwy 20 

905«892»3732 

sappkiresjewellers.com ^ % 













FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2010 ■ INPORT NEWS 


■7 




S PLACE: Gallery showcases local artists 


Silent auction coming up 
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COFFEE HOUSE: Students to perform 


Toastmasters at Port High 


PORT COLBORNE — Port Colbome High 
School is holding a coffee house event on 
Wednesday, April 21 in the school’s front 

The event is being held from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and will feature a mixture of dancing 
and singing performances, created by stu- 

Teacher Amy Converset’s improv team will 
be doing some dramatic comedy perfor¬ 
mances, along with the vocal class’s group 
Frequency. 

Frequency will be doing a few different 
numbers throughout the evening. There will 
be a few soloists from the group including 


recent “Blue Bear Idol” winner Sarah Boul¬ 
ton. When the performances are over, the 
rest of the night will be open mic to anyone. 


Toastmasters has come to Port Colbome 
High School. 

Wayne Buchkowski and Dianne Yungblut 
started a Youth Leadership Program at the 
high school and began the 10-week Toast¬ 
masters program on March 25. 

In an introduction, Buchkowski said that 
the idea of the program is to give encourage¬ 
ment, improve student’s public speaking and 
most importandy gain confidence. 

“What you put in, is what you get out,” 


Buchkowski told current Toastmasters mem¬ 
bers. The introduction meeting consisted of 
explaining the program and meeting every¬ 
one involved, not only that but also electing 
the officer positions for the organization for 
the duration of the program. 

Port High has a lot of different clubs and 
organizations that students take part in. 
Some of the clubs involve students being 
leaders within their peer groups and chal¬ 
lenge them in making public speeches and 
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Buchkowski said Toastmasters gives stu¬ 
dents a chance to work solely on their per¬ 
sonal confidence and speaking skills. 

He said this kind of opportunity does not 
come around everyday, but will be available 
to students once a week at the school. 

“One of the reasons I am doing this, you 
students are our future I strongly believe in 
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■ 2010 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

Throwing 
his hat 
back into the 
political ring 

RTH 

Itaff 

- After a seven 
council, Yvon 
Doucet is ready to once again throw 
his hat in the ring. 

Doucet spent 13 I 
years representing I 
Ward 2 as a Port Col- I 
borne city councillor, I 
retiring seven years I 
ago due to a medical I 
condition that lim- | 
ited his mobility. 

“I felt I couldn’t 
service the people of 1 
the ward properly,” Yvon Doucet 
he told The Tribune 
Monday from his Ward 2 home. 

During his absence from council 
chambers, Doucet has had both knees 
replaced and is now feeling “better 
than ever" and ready to reclaim his 


"Hi, I'm Joe. I earn $35,000 a year. I'm 
getting $528* extra this year because 
of Ontario's tax changes." 


% 


ARE YOU GETTING MONEY BACK? 

File your 2009 tax return to make sure you get the benefits you're 
• eligible for. Call 1-800-337-7222 or visit ontario.ca/taxchange and take a 
closer look at all of the tax changes including the harmonized sales tax (HST). 


ontario.ca/taxchange • 1-800-337-7222 • TTY-1-800-263-7776 
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SERVED FOR 13 YEARS: Doucet no stranger to politics 


‘Serving the people drives me’ 


He said he’d always hoped to return to 
the public sector but wanted to be physi¬ 
cally able to take on the role before doing 

“If I can’t do the job right, I’d rather not 
do it at all. I took some time to fix what 
needed to be fixed.” 

Before his retirement, Doucet worked for 
33 years as an educator, with his last role 
being vice-principal at Alexander Kuska 
Catholic School. Even after his retirement 
he has remained active in the community 
through a number of groups including 
Caisse Populaire and the Canadian Mental 
Health Association. 

In his spare time, Doucet often walks 


through the ward speaking with residents 
and gaining feedback about city issues. He 
said he’s received a lot of positive feedback 
from people hoping to see him back in 

“I want to continue servicing the people. 
Serving the people drives me,” he said. 

With current Ward 2 Coun. Domenic 
Ursini announcing he will not seek re-elec¬ 
tion, Doucet said he saw his opportunity to 
get involved in city council once again. 

He credited Ursini for “working dili¬ 
gently” to serve the Ward 2 constituents 
and thanked him for his dedication. 

To help familiarize himself with the city’s 
current issues, Doucet has been attending 
council and budget meetings for a year and 


a half in an effort to prepare for the Octo¬ 
ber elections. 

“A lot of good it does to run if you don’t 
know the issues,” said the 59-year-old. 

“If you’re not part of the process, it’s hard 
to make changes from the outside. I want 
to be part of the system,” Doucet said. 

His priorities will include ensuring con¬ 
tinued fiscal responsibility and investment 
in older infrastructure for better and more 
efficient service to citizens. 

Doucet and wife Carole have lived in 
Ward 2 for the last 37 years. 

They have two children, Eric, 31, and 
Luc, 28, and three grandchildren. 

mfirth@u>ellandtribune. ca 


If you’re not part of the 
process, it’s hard to make 
changes from the outside. I 
want to be part of the system. 



DENTURE CENTRE 


Preventing Fungal Infections for Denture Wearers 

Contrary to popular belief, life with a denture is not life without dentistry. There are quite special oral health concerns for 
people who wear dentures, and Candida infection is one of them. 

Candida is a yeast-like firngus present in the mouths of about 30% of adults, and in nearly half of all denture wearers. It doesn’t 
cause much trouble when the denture fits well, mouth tissue is healthy, immune system intact and nutritional needs are satisfied. 

But an ill-fitting denture, or had denture habits, can adversely affect both nutrition and oral tissues, and open the door tc 
Candida invasion. 

It happens fast. Candida can spread over a denture in just 30 minutes! Since Candida actually permeates the acrylic . 
liner of the denture, chronic infection can occur. The common result is denture stomatitis, that is red inflamed sc 
under the denture. Stomatitis will discourage from wearing the denture at all. 

How to resist infection? Keep your mouth tissues in top condition. Remove your dentures more often, especially V 
at night. Let’s try to determine what elements of your diet might contribute to fungus growth. Best of all, have 
us evaluate your denture fit. In severe or chronic cases you may need to see your doctor. 

Of course, life with a denture can be full and vigorous. But remember, your oral health will always need 
attention, denture or no denture. 
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■ AN ‘AHA’ MOMENT: Wainfleet photographer gives Lakeshore Catholic High School students tips 


Everything just 'clicked’ for photographer 


InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Everyone has an ‘aha’ moment in 
their life. 

April Jeffs’ moment came as she and her husband were 
driving past Westside Mall on Hwy. 58 years ago. 

It was just after the birth of her first son and after she 
had seen a TVpiece profiling a female photographer. 

"We were driving ... and I thought, 'I totally want to do 
this.’ Everything just clicked,” Jeffs told a group of Lake- 
shore Catholic High School photography students Tuesday. 

The Wainfleet-based photographer and owner of April 
Jeffs Lakeside Studio was invited to speak to photography 
teacher Deanna Williams’ class about her experiences as a 
photographer and her career. 

After her 'aha’ moment, Jeffs started taking photography 
class at Niagara College. 

“My husband had a film camera and I played around 
with that.” 

Her first photos were taken for friends and family and 
then she branched out into wedding photography and 


portraits. Weddings are her favourite thing to shoot, 
despite the stress involved because there’s really only get 
one chance to get it right. 

Having that high energy level and putting people at ease, 
she said, is key to making weddings, or any photography 
situation, work for the photographer and the people 
involved. 

“There’s nothing better than having someone who is not 
crazy about their appearance come back and tell me they 
were blown away by the photos.” 

While having her own ‘style’ and admiring those photog¬ 
raphers who are very creative and think outside of the box, 
Jeffs said there is a place for ‘traditional’ photography in 
her work. 

“When I do engagement shots people say they want the 
fun, goofy shots, but when it comes down to it, they usu¬ 
ally pick die ‘traditional’ engagement shot.” 

Jeffs told students one of the best pieces of advice she 
received from a photography teacher was to look for differ¬ 
ent angles, to get down on the ground and get dirty in pur¬ 
suit of a shot. She followed that advice and when she 
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SEARS PORT COLBORNE 
Why Make the Drive! 


NEW 

HOMETOWN 

DEALER STORE IS 

OPEN 



Visit our showroom at: 183 Main St. East • 905-835-5881 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 
Grade 11 Lakeshore Catholic High School photography student 
Taylor Thompson, left, looks over a photo with April Jeffs, of 
April Jeffs Lakeside Studio. 


shoots weddings now, she’ll crawl around on the ground to 
get a shot. 

While weddings and portraits are her bread and butter, 
Jeffs has ventured into other areas of photography. 

She took action photos of a Wainfleet hockey team 
recently and said while it wasn’t normally what she shoots, 
she had fun taking the photos. 

Jeffs said taking band shots before the Niagara Music 
Awards was one of the more interesting things she has 

"It was pretty cool,” Jeffs said of shooting the awards 

She said if students want to pursue photography, they 
should get themselves a decent digital camera and use the 
Internet as a resource to see how to shoot various subjects. 


Now Open Saturdays 9:00 till 1:00 


Glenmount 



Port Colborne (*«£) Welland 

905-834-9587 \JGEy gOS^S-g?^ 
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WARD 2: Councillor won't seek re-election in October 


Ursini stepping down 


PORT COLBORNE — After 
seven years, Ward 2 Coun. 
Domenic Ursini has decided to 
step down from his seat in 
council chambers. 

Ursini announced last week 


“I’m going to take some time 
to think,” he said, adding when 
a decision is reached he’ll be 
sure to inform the public. 

Ursini said it’s been an 
honour to serve his constitu¬ 
ents over the years. 

“It’s very humbling to have 
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ALONG THE LAKESHORE 


|tf nmCflRfl Trailer/ 


more information contact the 
facilitators by e-mail at groylO@ 
cogeco.ca, or call the library at 
905-834-6512. 

ADULT KNITTING CLASSES with 
Vicki Fretz, Tuesday. March 16th to 
May 18th from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Thursday afternoons, March 25th 
to May 20th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
To join the knitters club call Vicki 
@905-835-5373. 


Rise and Shine Yoga with Heather 
Jones of Santosha Yoga Studio. 
Beginning Wednesday, Mar. 24 to 
May 12th, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Hatha & Vinyasa yoga, all levels. 
Please call 905-892-6936. 

TAI CHI CAN: Improve your health, 
well-being, balance and breathing. 
Mondays 6:30-8:00 pm. in the 
Auditorium. Call 905-321-9536 for 
more information. 


FILMS FOR SENIORS presented 
the first Wednesday of the month 
from Oct. to May @ 1:30 p.m. in 
the Auditorium. Free admission 
and refreshments. 


QUIT SMOKING SUPPORT group, 
every Monday from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
the Port Colborne Hospital, 260 
Sugarloaf St. All are welcome. For 
more information at 289-479-5017 
ext. 2445. 


i 


PORTAL VILLAGE 

Killaly St. W. & Steele St T>T A A 
PORT COLBORNE JT LiTV/ 


www.niagaratrailers.com 


SATURDAY, APRIL 10 

PINK WARRIORS SPORTS CARDS 
& COLLECTIBLES SHOW AND 
SALE: Show runs from 10 a.m. to 3 

The Pink Warriors are a group of 
Port Colborne women dedicated 
to raising funds for women's 
cancer research. For more infor¬ 
mation on the event or to inquire 
about renting a table at the show, 
please contact Pat by phone at 
905-835-0371 or by e-mail pink- 
warriors_portcolborne@hotmail. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 15 

YOUNG & WILD AN ONTARIO REP¬ 
TILE EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM: At Port Colborne 
Public Library from 4 p.m. to 5 


p.m. Program has “hands-on 
learning" featuring snakes of 
Ontario provided by Sciensational 
Sssnakes. Free for all ages. 

THURSDAY, MAY 6 

THE WINGER-WAINFLEET WOM¬ 
EN’S INSTITUTE is holding its 
meeting titled making history at 
1:30 p.m. in the Friendship Room 
at the Wainfleet Arena. For more 
information contact Elizabeth at 
905-899-4872. 


AT THE LIBRARY 

EXPRESS YOURSELF: Writer's 
Support Group with facilitators 
Gary and Kitty Roy. Thursdays 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Practical advice on 
getting published, finding a liter¬ 
ary agent, and copyrights. For 




CONTACT 


LENS DEALS 


A flair for fashion & personal service 

SMITH IPTieAL 

Vision & Hearing Care 


482 Steele St. 905-835-6607 Port Colborne I 
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■ AUTHOR: Former Port Colborne High School teacher talks to journalism class students 


Bringing the Blizzard of 77 to Niagara College 



GEORGE DUMA InPort News Photo 

Port Colborne author Erno Rossi offers advice to first-year Niagara College 
journalism student Sabine Dunac after his recent presentation to students 
at the college's Welland campus. 


George Duma 

BYGEORGE 


W hen Erno Rossi’s name is 
mentioned, inevitably 
the term White Death is 
close behind. 

It’s nothing personal against the 
Port Colborne author. 

It’s just that Erno released the 
first edition of his classic book in 
1978, more than a year after the 
legendary Blizzard of ’77, upon 
which the book is based. 

These days, folks around town 
recognize Erno by the huge red 
Dodge Ram pickup truck he 
drives, with the book’s title and 
his website address laid out in big 
white letters across the tailgate. 

During the past 32 years, Erno 
has sold more than 100,000 
copies of his self-published com¬ 
pilation of what people went 
through during the four-day 
period the blizzard swept in. 

He has since written another 
book, Crystal Beach: The Good 
Old Days about the glory era of 
the iconic park that, for more 
than 100 years, was the favoured 
Lake Erie playground for millions 
of folks from southern Ontario 
and the Buffalo-Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

This, of course, before it was 
torn down in the 1990s to make 
way for the condos that now 
occupy the amusement park’s 
former site. 

Last week, Erno was gracious 
enough to pay a visit to the first- 
year journalism students at Niag¬ 
ara College. 

I’ve known Erno for years and 
have grown quite fond of him 
over that time. 

We don’t see each other often 


but when we do, I always enjoy 
his company. He was so extremely 
supportive when I left a secure 
career three years ago to venture 
into a new world of teaching at 
Niagara College. As a retired his¬ 
tory and sociology teacher, he 
knows and understands this 
teaching thing and his support 
was invaluable. We should never 
forget or take for granted the 
kindnesses of others. 

I always thought he would be a 
perfect guest speaker for a jour¬ 
nalism class but I never wanted to 
impose on him. As a non-fiction 
author, he brings a perspective on 
journalism which I was sure stu¬ 
dents would be open to. After all, 
non-fiction is simply a longer 
form of journalism. Rather than 
writing a story for tomorrow’s 
newspaper, a non-fiction writer 
composes and compiles stories 
that take a broader look at a sub- 
ect. The research also takes a lot 
onger to gather. The premise, 
though, is the same. 

One evening, while out for a 
stroll along the beautiful Lake 
Erie walkway that runs parallel to 
Lakeshore Road West, I saw a tall 
figure in a hat coming my way. In 
the dusk, I couldn’t make out who 
it was until he was almost right 
next to me. Erno and I ended up 
walking together that evening, 
chatting about his books, the col¬ 
lege and other topics. I asked if he 
would come to the college to 
speak and he graciously agreed. 

From the outset of his presenta¬ 
tion to the class, it was clear the 
students came prepared to listen 
and learn. 

After giving them some back¬ 
ground on his early years and 
some of his travels around the 
world, Erno explained the back¬ 
ground of the Blizzard of '77 to 
them. After all, none of these folks 
were bom yet when the blizzard 
hit. By now, most of us know the 


Here’s how Emo’s website 
describes it: "On Friday, January 
28,1977 a natural disaster struck 
Canada and the United States. 
Southern portions of... Ontario 
and parts of western and north¬ 
ern New York State were besieged 
by the blizzard of the century and 
millennium. During this winter 
hurricane, the temperature 
plunged to near zero Fahrenheit 
as hutTicane force winds roared 
across the frozen surface of Lake 
Erie. Temperature and wind com¬ 
bined to create a wind chill of 60 
below zero. Visibility was also zero 
and remained there from 11:30 
a.m. on the 28th until 12:50 a.m. 
on the 29 th of January. The storm 
did not subside until February. 
Wind gusts over 50 miles (about 
80 km) per hour occurred each 
day with official peaks ranging 
between 69 and 73 miles (about 
120 km) per hour.” 

Emo described the view from 
his Tennessee Avenue home. 

“I was looking out the window 
of my lakeshore home,” he said. 

Using a pair of binoculars, he 
watched as a flock of Canada 
geese ate com he had spread out 
earlier on the frozen lake just a 
short bit away from the window. 

“Suddenly the geese all col¬ 
lapsed on their breasts onto the 
ice facing into the breeze. They 
then pulled their feet up into their 
breast feathers. Twisting their 
necks backwards, they then 
tucked their bills and heads into 
their back feathers. 

“I looked out onto the frozen 
lake. I saw a wall of white as high 
as a mountain flowing across the 
ice toward the geese and my 
home. That wall of snow hit my 
house with hurricane force and 
almost shattered the bay win¬ 
dows. The blizzard of the century 
had arrived.” 

As the storm settled in and 


wreaked its havoc, Erno feared for 
the geese and believed the worst 
for them. “On the fourth and final 
day of the storm, I tucked my 
camera inside my parka and 
waited for a clearing in the blow¬ 
ing snow. I then crawled across 
the snow toward the geese” and 
he snapped photos that would 
later appear in his book. 

Then something happened that 
only Mother Nature could 
explain. “Later on that fourth day, 
during another clearing in the 
storm, those same geese all stood 
up, strutted about, flapped their 
wings and then took flight toward 
the open water of the Niagara 
River. 

“The blizzard of the millen¬ 
nium had ended.” 

Of course, before it was over, 
the Blizzard of ’77 would claim 
dozens of Canadian and Ameri¬ 
can lives. It was a horrible tragedy 
that affected thousands of fami¬ 
lies. 

Erno has taken that tragedy 
and, with his book, kept it alive 
for future generations. Again, it’s 
what good journalism does, keeps 


events alive for posterity. 

Since his presentation, a couple 
of students have come up to me 
and expressed an interest in writ¬ 
ing a book. Such is the effect of a 
good guest speaker. 

I’ve been in touch with Erno by 
e-mail since his visit to the col¬ 
lege. In his latest correspondence, 
he wrote: “A question that I’m 
always asked here in Port Col- 
borne is, ‘When are you going to 
speak in your home town of Port 
Colborne? As soon as I’m asked,’ 
is my answer.” 

So, if your service club or group 
is on the lookout for a guest 
speaker, you need not go any fur¬ 
ther than our town. 

For details on how to get a hold 
of him, check out Emo’s website 
at: www.whitedeath.com. 

George Duma is a resident of Port 
Colborne and has spent 30 years 
in the newspaper business. He is 
currently a member of the journal¬ 
ism faculty at Niagara College. He 
welcomes comments and column 
suggestions and can be reached at: 
gduma@cogeco.ca 
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www.wellandtribune.ca 

13 Week Special! 

$4499 
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siOGilt Card 


offer valued until April 30 th 

Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 





J, S.NEEK Plumbing & heating 

FREE ESTIMATES * GREAT SERVICE * GREAT RATES 
Call John Sneek 

HOME: 905-834-2135 • BUSINESS: 905-964-2518 
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[Shannon's 

Stay C\o Salon 

"Fnrmerlv from Classic Cuts" 


• Fully Licensed 

Men's Cuts 
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Ladies Cuts 


Call for Appt. - In Salon or In Yoir Home 


905 - 325-1962 
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Wellness 
Event 

April 28th 
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Look no further to get professional results 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 
Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 
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Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ci 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 
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Under New Management! 
Canboro Gardens 

Clean, quiet, well-maintained bldg. 
Spacious suites avail immediately. 

1 BDRM, $629 - Hydro Included. 

2 BDRM, $729 - Hydro Included. 
Close to the cities of Welland and Fonthill. 

905-892-6025 


floors. Balconies. No pets. 
Best Location and Features 


For more info call (905)735-0848 
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why use classifiedextra.ca?! 


• classifiedextraxa delivers a powerful combination of newspaper 
and online advertising which studies have demonstrated is the 
preferred choice of Canadian consumers for delivering fast and 
effective results 

• classifiedextraxa offers the largest reach of any Classified 
advertising service in Canada with 20 million potential customers 
across the country 


• Classifiedextraxa screens its advertisements to ensure quality 
ads-no fraud and no worries 

• Classifiedextraxa makes it easy to find your ads both in 
efficiently organized newspapers and online with the capability to 
search for ads both locally and nationally 


PLACE IT! 


by phone!: 1-866-541-6757 • online!: placeit.classifiedextra.ca • e-mail!:placeit@)classifiedextra.ca • fax!: 1-866-485-8461 
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■ 2010 BUDGET: Changes will save reduce levy by $50,000 

No fees at Nickel Beach this summer: council 
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■ ELM STREET LANDFILL 

New use for 
old landfill 

MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Residents will soon be stopping to 
smell the roses instead of plugging their noses at the 
former Elm St. landfill. 

Regional Coun. Bob Saracino recently told Port Col- 
borne council the former landfill will begin its transforma¬ 
tion into a naturalization site as soon as April. 

The compost/landfill facility was closed 
in Dec. 2008 as the result of ongoing com¬ 
plaints about the odour from both Dain 
City and Port Colborne residents. 

The project will see the landfill trans¬ 
formed into a park-like setting similar to 
the Glenridge naturalization site in St. 

Saracino said Niagara Region was 
expected to finalize the contract at a 
regional council meeting, awarding 
tender for the project to Stevensville Lawn 
Care Inc. at a cost of $845,226. 

Work is expected to commence in early 
April, he said, with a majority of the proj¬ 
ect nearing completion by the end of July. 

The entire project is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of 2010. 

There will be a “notable change’’ in the 
topography of the 24-hectare site, Sarac¬ 
ino said. 

The contract will include tree and shrub 
planting, hydro-seeding, landscape struc¬ 
tures and fencing. 

Also included is the construction of a 
recreational trail, both paved and granular 
access roads, and the creation of a leash 
free dog park with separate areas for small and large dogs. 

Coun. Gary Bruno said both the City of Welland and City 
of Port Colborne will be providing unneeded used fire 
hydrants to be placed in the dog park. 

The completed project will feature a visitor’s pavilion, 
viewing platform, and the planting of native plants and 
flowers. 

Saracino said a lot of people have shown interest in the 
project, attending public meetings on the issue and shar¬ 
ing their input. 

Residents have worked together with the region to find a 
solution satisfactory to everyone involved, he said. 

“I’m excited to see it finally get underway.’’ 

When asked by Ward 4 Coun. Kate Leigh about mainte¬ 
nance of the property, Saracino replied that it is a regional 
facility and will be maintained as such in partnership with 
the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority. 

Mayor Vance Badawey credited those involved in the 
project for their work in facilitating the design. 

He said he appreciates work done on the project and the 
effort that’s been put into making it a success. 

When the region initially budget the cost of the transfor¬ 
mation, only $200,000 was allotted for the project, he said. 

“The region took financial responsibility and has taken 
into consideration the input received from the public ... to 
design a facility we can be proud of.” 



mfirth@wellandtribune.ca 

































































